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PROVIDENCE HEALTH AWARDED HOSPITAL ACCREDITATION
FROM THE JOINT COMMISSION
COLUMBIA, SC – Providence Health today announced it has earned The Joint
Commission’s Gold Seal of Approval® for Hospital Accreditation by demonstrating
continuous compliance with its performance standards. The Gold Seal of Approval® is a
symbol of quality that reflects an organization’s commitment to providing safe and
effective patient care.
Providence Health underwent a rigorous, unannounced onsite survey December 6,
through December 09, 2016. During the review, a team of Joint Commission expert
surveyors evaluated compliance with hospital standards related to several areas,
including emergency management, environment of care, infection prevention and
control, leadership, and medication management. Surveyors also conducted onsite
observations and interviews.
The Joint Commission has accredited hospitals for more than 60 years. More than 4,000
general, children’s, long-term acute, psychiatric, rehabilitation and specialty hospitals
currently maintain accreditation from The Joint Commission, awarded for a three-year
period. In addition, approximately 360 critical access hospitals maintain accreditation
through a separate program.
“Joint Commission accreditation provides hospitals with the processes needed to improve
in a variety of areas from the enhancement of staff education to the improvement of
daily business operations,” said Mark G. Pelletier, RN, MS, chief operating officer, Division of
Accreditation and Certification Operations, The Joint Commission. “In addition, our
accreditation helps hospitals enhance their risk management and risk reduction strategies.
We commend Providence Health for its efforts to become a quality improvement
organization.”
“Providence Health is pleased to receive accreditation from The Joint Commission, which
is the premier health care quality improvement and accrediting body in the nation,”
added Providence Health's Market CEO Scott Campbell. “Quality care is our number one
focus. Our staff has always worked, and will continue to work, together to develop and
implement approaches designed to provide safe and effective care of the highest quality
and value for our patients and our community.”
The Joint Commission’s hospital standards are developed in consultation with health care
experts and providers, measurement experts and patients. The standards are informed by
scientific literature and expert consensus to help hospitals measure, assess and improve
performance.

2

The Joint Commission:
Founded in 1951, The Joint Commission seeks to continuously improve health care
for the public, in collaboration with other stakeholders, by evaluating health care
organizations and inspiring them to excel in providing safe and effective care of the
highest quality and value. The Joint Commission accredits and certifies more than
21,000 health care organizations and programs in the United States. An
independent, nonprofit organization, The Joint Commission is the nation’s oldest
and largest standards-setting and accrediting body in health care. Learn more
about The Joint Commission at www.jointcommission.org.
About Providence Health:
A part of LifePoint Health, Providence Health is the leading provider of
cardiovascular and orthopedic services in the Midlands. Providence is composed
of two hospitals, sixteen physician practices, a network of rehabilitation centers, two
sleep centers, an imaging and diagnostics lab, a school of cardiac diagnostics and
an accredited chest pain center. In total, Providence employs more 2 Page 2 than
1,800 dedicated staff. Founded in 1938 by the Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine,
Providence is known statewide for outstanding clinical quality and compassionate
care. Providence Health was recognized nationally by U.S. News & World Report,
tying for second place as the Best Hospital in South Carolina. In addition, the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services awarded Providence Health a 4-star
rating, which is the highest rank issued to a Columbia health care entity. The
Providence open heart surgery program has consistently ranked in the top 15
percent of open heart programs in the nation. Both orthopedics and cardiac
services have received the South Carolina BlueCross BlueShield Blue Distinction
Center designation. For more information, visit YourProvidenceHealth.com.
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